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and towards the sun and then fell down to the earth.
This has such a resemblance with the Greek legend of
Icarus and with the Indian Sampati. Likewise part
of the legend dealing with the war of Eagle with the
Serpent is so similar to the Indian Garuda legends,
of the ofisprings of Vinata and Kadru.
By the time Hammurabi had ascended the throne
the Sumerian writing had been developed, the bow
and arrow had made their appearance and the horse
also had been introduced by Aryan horsemen. The
city-states had been united within a single kingdom.
Trade and commerce flourished, crops were raised
with the help of an irrigational system of canals. Money-
lending prospered and astronomy and astrology were
cultivated. Taxes were paid in kind, mainly in corn.
Prices were paid in grain and although weights and
measures were current currency proper was wanting.
Barter was in use although big prices were computed in
shekel-weights of silver. Free labourers were
worse than slaves for they got only food and no protec-
tion from the employer. Slave was protected from
the master by law. The judges, appointed by the king,
went about on circuit meting out irrevocable justice.
Land mostly belonged to the temples and the king.
The Code of Hammurabi inscribed on a stela, on
the top of which the figure of the king is shown receiving
the laws from the sun-god Shamash, is a most remark-
able document throwing a flood of light on the social
and legal aspects of life. To a great extent law was
equitable. In the Sumerian times the wife had no
right of divorce but Hammurabi modified the law in
favour of the woman. The divorcing husband had
to maintain her and her children, besides returning
her marriage portion. She had the custody of the
children also. Under the Sumerian laws man was
ipore important than woman unlike the conditions
where she was the clady of the house' and
important than man. But in Babylonia women